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US. Invokes Secrecy in Fight With Rebel Scientist 


By WILLIAM J. BROAD 

In a new twist to a long battle be- 
tween the Energy Department and a 
rebel scientist, Federal investigators 
have seized from the physicist several 
copies of a report that absolves him of 
mishandling state secrets. The Federal 
report, made public eight months ago, 
has belatedly been deemed secret. 

Private experts say the case is one of 
a growing number in which federal 
secrecy rules, meant to protect nation- 
al security, have been misused for 
' what seem to be political ends. 

“It’s an abuse of classification to 
stifle debate,” said Steven Aftergood, 


editor of the Secrecy & Government 
Bulletin, published monthly by the Fed- 
eration of American Scientists. 

The scientist in question, Dr. P. Leo- 
nardo Mascheroni, was dismissed from 
the Los Alamos National Laboratory in 
1988 amid a dispute over how to ad- 
vance laser fusion, which uses concen- 
trated beams of light to try to harness 
the awesome energy that powers the 
sun and hydrogen bombs and apply it 
to peaceful purposes. 

Dr. Mascheroni worked at Los Ala- 
mos for nine years before he was dis- 
missed as a security risk. Ever since, 
Dr. Mascheroni has fought the dismiss- 
al, saying he was dismissed because he 


criticized the laser-fusion program and 
advocated an unorthodox plan. 

Dr. Mascheroni wants to create a 
laser-fusion machine more powerful 
than the current types. 

‘Trumped Up* Charges 

Last November the top security offi- 
cial in Los Alamos for the Department 
of Energy, which owns the weapons 
laboratory, came to Dr. Mascheroni’s 
defense. That official, William A. Ris- 
ley, reported that Dr. Mascheroni had 
been treated unfairly and that the sci- 
entist’s claims were generally correct. 
The laboratory’s charges of security 
violations were “trumped up,” Mr. Ris- 


ley wrote, identifying officials who r 
“put false information into the security E 
system.” 

The Department of Energy, Mr. Ris- 
ley wrote, should reinstate Dr. Mas- 
cheroni’s security clearance, pay him 
for work done after his dismissal and * 
finance his fusion plan. J 

Dr. Mascheroni received a copy of 
the report from Mr. Risley. On June 22, 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
came to his home in the town of Los 
Alamos and seized copies of the report, 
saying it had been classified secret. An I 
F.B.I. agent told Dr. Mascheroni that 
the Department of Energy had asked 
for an investigation into whether he 
had disseminated secret information. 

Neither the F.B.I. nor the Energy 
Department would comment on the 
case. 


